Treatment and Protection from

Japanese Beetle

Japanese beetles damage
trees by ‘skeletonizing’ the
leaves. This means they will
consume the leaf tissue
while leaving the veins of the
leaves intact, giving a
distinctive ‘skeleton’ look as
they feed in mid-summer.
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Linden tree with heavy
Japanese beetle infestation.

Linden tree with uninfested
canopy.

Je, se beetles * a distinctive

look metal! 2en shoulders
and a v. ~"  ronze colored
back. If the tle does not hay

row of five w. \air tufts pre .ing
from under eac. a cov «d two
more at the rear ti, wdomen,
it is not Japanese be.

What Trees do They Feed On?

Japanese beetles are not a host specific pest and
thus feed on a number of common shade trees
and ornamental plants. Japanese beetles attack
over 400 species of plants including: linden,
crape myrtle, flowering crabapple, Norway
maple, Japanese maple, flowering cherry, elm,
sycamore, black walnut, horse chestnut, plum,
gray birch, and others.

How Do | Know if My Tree has

Japanese Beetles?

The most common symptom of a Japanese
beetle infestation is defoliation of the canopy,
coupled with seeing the actual beetles, often in
large numbers. The beetles are attracted to trees
that are already infested, resulting in high
populations on a single tree. Individual leaves are
missing leaf tissue between the leaf veins causing
a lace-like, skeleton appearance. After being
“skeletonized”, the leaves soon wilt and die,
leaving severely attacked trees appearing from a
distance as if they have been scorched by fire.

For more detailed information go to www.treecarescience.com



Treatment: Japanese Beetles

Management Strategy Summary

Japanese beetle attacks a broad host range of shade trees and
woody ornamentals. Adults begin feeding in early July. Feeding
adults attract more beetles to attack in large numbers making this
pest challenging to control when severe infestations occur. Soil
applications of Xytect, Lepitect, or Safari will provide acceptable
levels of stand-alone control. If you have a low threshold for leaf
damage or if infestations are high, consider combining Xytect or
Safari with Lepitect soil applications or foliar sprays of Bisect or Onyx.

Management Options

Products: Lepitect (soil injection), Xytect (soil injection/basal
drench), Safari (soil injection/basal drench), Bisect (foliar spray),
Onyx (foliar spray)Lepitect Infusible (tree injection)

Timing:
e Apply Xytect soil applications in late fall or early spring.

e Lepitect and Safari should be applied in early June 3-4 v« s
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Research data provided by
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Ohio State University. Treatments with Lepitect, Xytect, and Safari are preformed at
the base of the tree.
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